Radical Gotham tracks anarchist life and politics in New York City over the last hundred and fty years, giving a vivid window into an anarchist New York buzzing with saloons, assembly halls, and publishing houses. This anthology asserts anarchism's endurance as both an idea and a movement as it develops from the working-class, immigrant anarchist communities in the late 19th century into the New Left in the 1950s and 60s and nally the recent Occupy Wall Street protests.
saloons, assembly halls, and publishing houses. The city it presents feels utterly foreign from the corporatized and gentri ed New York of today, but each of the anthology's eleven chapters adamantly resists any nostalgia. "Radical Gotham not only professes anarchism's distinctiveness, " editor and contributor Tom Goyens maintains in his introduction, "but also demonstrates its endurance as a political and cultural ideology and movement in New York for nearly a century and half" (3, emphasis added). This anthology asserts anarchism's endurance as both an idea and a movement as it develops from working-class, immigrant anarchist communities in the late-nineteenth century into the New Left in the 1950s and 60s and nally the recent Occupy Wall Street protests.
What exactly is it that endures throughout these one hundred fty years? Although anarchism is notoriously dif cult to de ne, it can largely be characterized by the rejection of all power. Instead, anarchism abides by pre-gurative politics: the belief that "actions, methods, and organizations of revolutionaries should pre gure the kind of society that is desired" (6). In the words of New York Occupy, "Through consensual, non-hierarchical, and participatory self-governance, we are literally laying the framework for a new world by building it here and now-and it works" (17). This pre-gurative politics often de nes itself against what it perceives as Marxism's more ends-oriented vision which, as anarchist theorist David Graeber argues, tries "to carve society into impossible shapes, killing millions in the process. " Pre-gurative politics is process-oriented instead of endsoriented, focusing on the resistance itself instead of some abstract vision of a future utopian society. For Graeber, this focus on the journey rather than the destination is 1 crucial because "You will never achieve the ends at all unless the means are themselves a model for the world you wish to create. "  Bio signi cant political philosophy and movement that deserves to be studied on its own turf" (20). This claim is directed not only at liberals but also Marxists whose philosophy about the creation of power through an anarchist state or party is the principal target of the book. Marxism certainly has much to learn from anarchism's attention to daily issues and its understanding of living space and culture as not secondary but central to an emancipatory project. But this book could learn from Marxism's more dialectical account of the relationship between spaces of freedom and domination. As David Harvey points out in his essay "Listen, Anarchist!" "The myth here is that there is some sort of absolute freedom that exists outside of some mechanisms of exclusion and even, sorry to say, domination. The dialectic of freedom and domination cannot be so easily set aside in human affairs. " As exempli ed by Occupy Wall Street's brutal eviction from Zuccotti
Park at the hands of the NYPD, anarchist spaces are not autonomous from the dominant order but always in relation to it. To ignore this reality, as Occupy did when it refused to engage with the state, is to sentence these anarchist spaces to endless evanescence.
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